
 
 

S. 1925: Violence Against Women Act of 2011 (Title IV) 
 
 

Problem 
• While the rates of domestic violence have fallen since the passage of VAWA, the rates of violence 

against young women is at its highest levels and victimization starts early.   
• According to a new CDC survey, almost half of female victims experienced their first rape before 

the age of 18 (30% between 11-17 years old and 12% at or before the age of 10); and one in five 
women who ever experienced domestic or sexual violence first experienced some form of partner 
violence between 11 and 17 years of age.  (CDC NISVS, 2011) 

• One in 10 high school students report being physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend in the past 
12 months. (CDC YRBS, 2009) 

• Teen dating violence victims have experienced previous victimization.   In a recent study, EVERY 
victim of teen dating violence had experienced at least one other victimization, and 60% of the 
teens experiencing sexual victimization had experienced at least one other victimization. (Hamby, 
Finkelhor & Turner, 2012) 

• In 2010, local domestic violence programs served 13,843 youth victims. (FVPSA, 2010) 
 

Background 
The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) of 2005 included a program entitled Children Exposed to Violence 
and Abuse.  The focus of the program is to provide services for children exposed to sexual assault and 
violence in the home, including direct counseling or advocacy.   The second component of the program is 
training for educational, after-school, and childcare personnel on how to safely and confidentially identify 
children exposed to this type of violence and properly refer them to services and violence prevention 
programs.  VAWA 2005 also included a program to engage men as leaders and role models in changing 
attitudes and behaviors around these issues.  Together, these programs have been funded at $6 million, a 
little more than 1% of the total DOJ VAWA programs. 
 
Violence Against Women Act of 2011 
Congress is considering reauthorizing the Violence Against Women Act this year.   VAWA currently has 60 
cosponsors, one of only a handful of bills this year to reach this level of consensus, and is scheduled to be 
considered by the full U.S. Senate for a vote in April.    
 
The VAWA bill includes a new program authorized at $15 million a year for five years, entitled SMART 
Prevention - Saving Money and Reducing Tragedies through Prevention Act of 2011, to bring greater 
attention to the issues of children’s exposure to violence and efforts to prevent it and help younger victims.  
VAWA would consolidate two prevention programs, Services for Children Exposed to Violence and Abuse 
and Engaging Men and Youth, into one program and within the comprehensive program it includes a new 
teen dating violence prevention focus.  The increased focus on the prevention of dating violence, one of the 
identified shortfalls of the previous approach, recognizes the importance of targeting this age group as a 
critical time when young people are forming attitudes and behaviors around the acceptability of violence 
and abuse.   It also supports education and skills training to youth and those who influence young people.   
 
To prevent teen dating violence, the Violence Against Women Act of 2011 would: 



 
• Create age and developmentally appropriate  education  programs targeting young people ages 11-

19, with a focus on ages 11-14; 
• Include  education and mobilization for parents, teachers, coaches, mentors, faith leaders and 

other “influencers” as role models and educators for young people; 
• Work with middle schools, where little education is currently being provided, in addition to high 

schools, to integrate healthy relationship education and dating violence prevention programming; 
• Link schools and youth-serving organizations with domestic and sexual violence agencies to ensure 

services are available if a young person is already being victimized. 
 

For additional information, please contact Sally Schaeffer with Futures Without Violence, at 
sschaeffer@futureswithoutviolence.org or 202-595-7384.   For other information or updates on VAWA, 
please go to www.4vawa.org.     
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